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H appy New Year Dear Friends in Christ, 
If you knew we could not fail, what do you think God would have us doing in 
2007 and beyond? Doing what we have always done is not the whole answer to 
that question. I keep floating in place in the basket of this hot air balloon over 
the property that is First Lutheran Church, over the community that is Idaho 

Falls. In the basket with me is God. I imagine God having a conversation with me about 
his will for our mission together. “Where are you leading us God?” “What do you want us 
paying priority attention to?” Would you join me in this hot air balloon ride with God? If 
you knew we could not fail, what do you think God would have us doing in 2007 and  
beyond? 
 I am convinced that God has a plan, a mission, for us as the faith community known as First 
Evangelical Lutheran Church. I think of ourselves as a mission outpost. We have certainly carried 
out a mission in the past. You certainly step up to the plate at a moment’s notice and do the right 
thing. I am thankful to be a part of this mission. But there is no such thing as freezing moments in 
time. The world is changing. The culture is changing. Our lives are changing all the time. You know 
God has in mind for your life to be changing through your growth as a child of God. So it might be that 
God has some changes in mind for us in 2007 and beyond in terms of our mission. Would you join me 
in this hot air balloon ride with God? I would so covet to have you along with me in this process of  
discerning God’s will for us as a faith community. So if you knew we could not fail, what do you think God would have us 
doing in 2007 and beyond? 
 In 2007, we will be celebrating 10 years of ministry in our new building. In 2007, we will most likely be paying off the $1.9 
million mortgage for our building. In 2007, we are going to build another house in Mexico. In 2007, we will have 19 Stephen 
Ministers involved in one on one caring ministries. In 2007, we will hopefully be taking care of the sound system issue. In 
2007, we will be working on a Strategic Plan for Mission that will take us into the future. If you would like to be a member of 
one of two Vision Teams seeking to discern God’s will and leading for our future mission, would you let me know. Our goal is 
to have two Vision Teams representing every facet of our congregation in this effort. The question before us is: “If you knew 
we could not fail, what do you think God would have us doing in 2007 and beyond?” 
 You may be wondering about the part you will play in all of this. At the very least, I am expecting and anticipating your 
prayer support. There is no way we can move forward in this faithfully without God’s leading and inspiration. No plan can 
humanly be conceived that can outshine the one God has divinely created for us. So I hope to hear from you about this  
opportunity to discern God’s will for our future mission. I am excited for God’s future among us. 
 
Sincerely, 
Pastor Larry 

“Where there is no vision, the people perish.” Proverbs 29:18 

Annual Congregational Budget Meeting and Potluck Lunch 
January 21, 2007 

12:30 p.m. 
Please plan to join us for this very important 2007 Budget meeting in the Fellowship Hall.   

Please bring a dish to share. 
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NURSERY MINISITRY 
TEAM NEEDS YOUR HELP! 

 Our Nursery Ministry is currently going through a transition. 
For the months of December and January, we have  
temporarily hired an adult to supervise the nursery Sunday 
mornings. We need to have a permanent solution in place by 
February 1. 
 We are looking for anybody (over the age of 18) who is  
interested in being our nursery chairperson and/or a nursery 
attendant. The Nursery Ministry currently falls under the 
Christian Education Team. Both the nursery chairperson and 
nursery attendants will be required to have a background 
check completed. A brief ministry position  
description is listed below. 
 Nursery Chairperson – The liaison between the Nursery 
Ministry and the Christian Education Team. This person 
would review and update our nursery policy as needed, train 
prospective nursery attendants, and schedule Sunday  
morning nursery attendants. 
 Nursery Attendant – provides childcare for children ages 
0 – 5 Sunday mornings and occasionally for special services 
held in the evening. 
 The current state of our Nursery Ministry is such that the 
Christian Education team is considering only providing a 
staffed nursery for the 11 a.m. service. We will be keeping 
track of how many children use the nursery during each  
service and in between services during the Christian  
education/choir practice hour. For the safety of our children, if 
this situation isn’t resolved by February 1, FELC will be 
forced to lock the nursery door and suspend the Nursery  
Ministry until such time that we can staff the nursery in  
accordance with our Boundary Procedure. The Boundary 
Procedure is available in the church office or on our Web site 
(www.firstlc.com). 
 How can you help? If you are interested or know someone 
who may be interested in joining our Nursery Ministry team, 
please contact the office at 522-9301 or Sarah Johnson at 
523-5156 (felpa@firstls.com). 

Celebration  
of Discipline 
(last chance to sign up) 

What: Learning gracefully, graciously 
some important disciplines for your life in 

Christ 
When: Sunday mornings from 9:45 until 

10 45 
Starts first Sunday in January, the 7th 
(Will also be offered on Wednesday 

morning if there is interest.) 
Where: In the First Lutheran  

Fellowship Hall 
How: 20 minute DVD presentation each 

week from Author Richard Foster 
40 minute Bible Study and discussion led 

by Pastor Larry 
Cost: Participants Guide is $6.00 

It would also be helpful for you to buy the 
book Celebration of Discipline – 

The Path to Spiritual Growth  
(25th Anniversary Version) 

Authored by Richard Foster — $16.00 
Why take this class: From Galatians 

4:19 where the Apostle Paul says: “My 
little children, for whom I am again in the 
pain of childbirth until Christ is formed in 
you …” Christ being formed in you and 

me is the goal God has for our lives. 
Celebration of Discipline will help with 

“Christ being formed in you.” 
Each week’s class stands alone so come 
for several even if you can’t come to all 

of them. 
Call the church office  

at 522-9301 to sign up. 

“If you knew we could not fail, what do you 
think God would have us to be doing  

together as a community of faith called First 
Evangelical Lutheran Church?”  

Call Pastor Larry and share with him what 
that would be — 522-9301 or e-mail  

pastorlarry@firstlc.com. 

Second Pastor Stewardship  
Pledge Guidance  

 
If you recall, two years ago during a  

congregation meeting, members voted and 
approved calling a second pastor. It was  

suggested and many member submitted a 
separate two-year financial pledge supporting 
the second pastor. This two-year period is now 
complete at the end of 2006. The Stewardship 

Ministry is recommending for 2007, that  
members combine their financial gift planning 

into one pledge. More information will be  
forthcoming in a January 2007 mailer to all 

members.  
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“If you knew we could not fail, what do you think God would have us to be doing together as a community of faith called First Evangelical  
Lutheran Church?” Call Pastor Larry and share with him what that would be — 522-9301 or e-mail pastorlarry@firstlc.com. 

D ear Friends in Christ, 
In a recent sermon, I shared some thoughts from a book 
I recently read titled Searching for Home: Spirituality 
for Restless Souls written by Craig Barnes, a  

Presbyterian pastor and professor at Pittsburgh Theological  
Seminary. My thoughts continue to be stirred by this book, and I’d 
like to share some more thoughts with you on this topic of home. 
 Recall that Barnes defines home as “the right place, the place 
where we belong, where we know who we are, whose we are, and 
are no longer bothered by the revealing light.” Home “isn’t so 
much a geographical place as it is a place in the heart of God where 
we were created to dwell.” 
 How do we find that home – “that place in the heart of God 
where we were created to dwell?” Craig Barnes’ answer might  
surprise you a bit. He says that, “as one who spends an  
unforgivable amount of time in churches, trust me on this – if 
church is the home we have been looking for, we’re in bigger  
trouble than we thought.” So, home is not found in church itself 
and it is not even in all the excellent ministries of the church. “The 
church’s many programs tailored to address felt needs…reduces 
the body of Christ to one more provider of ‘secondary goods,’ and 
it continues to enslave a person in the identity of being a  
consumer.” In other words, Barnes is saying that there is a danger 
that a church’s ministries become just one more thing in a whole 
list of things for people to try in order to find their identity and 
purpose and home. 
 So, how do we find home? Barnes says we find home when we 
have communion with God, and this communion occurs in  
worship, particularly in Holy Communion. “Worship is the means 
by which we renew our longing for the true home. We come to the 
church not to have a therapeutic, social, activist, or educational 
experience, but to have a communal experience as the household of 
God with the Father, Son, and Spirit. The means Jesus instituted to 
convey this grace, and the means the early church used every week 
to be strengthened in this grace, was the sacrament of Holy  
Communion. This is not to suggest that the only thing the church 
needs to be doing today is to administer the sacrament of  
Communion. The ministry of the church, of course, needs to  
include opportunities for congregational care, fellowship, mission, 
and biblical study. But when these ministries lose as their reason 
for existence to support, inform, or manifest our communion with 
the transcendent God, they become only distractions to the soul and 
competitors for its affection.” 
 Provocative thoughts! I think Barnes is speaking not only to the 
core of our existence as individuals, but also to the core of our  
existence as a gathered people of God. God has given to us through 
Jesus Christ the means to commune with eternity, to commune 
with holiness, to commune with our Triune God. It is given to us in 
the sacraments of Baptism and Holy Communion. Each time we 
have a baptism, each time we come and receive the body and blood 
of Christ, we are communing with “that place in the heart of God 
where we were created to dwell.” We are communing with “the 
place where we belong, where we know who we are, whose we are, 
and are no longer bothered by the revealing light.” We are  
communing with home. Thanks be to God! 
 
May the peace of the Lord be with you always, Pastor Jeff 

Marriage Enrichment  
Opportunity 

 
Based on 5 years of research by Drs. Gary and Greg 
Smalley, this small group study, titled I Promise, will 
help you to develop a marriage where you both have 
the freedom to be open and secure without fear of  
being criticized, blamed or judged by each other. 
Learn how to make your marriage a safe place 
where your relationship grows deeper naturally. 
 
During this six-week small group study, you and your 
spouse will: 
� Discover five core promises that will double your 
security and marriage satisfaction in one week!  
� Learn three powerful ways to improve your  
relationship with God.  
� Learn the biggest marriage mistake that most 
couples make.  
� Find out why marital trials and irritations are the 
secret to intimacy.  
� Develop six levels of communication (most  
couples only get to the second and third level).  
� Find three ways to help your spouse win every 
argument — while you win.  
� Discover a new way to serve your spouse by 
identifying their key needs. 
 
Pastor Ben Moor, who has taught a marriage  
enrichment course here in the past, will be leading 
this class that uses new material from Gary Smalley 
(this course has not been previously offered at First 
Lutheran). We will begin Monday, Feb. 5, at 7 p.m. 
in the sanctuary of First Lutheran. Contact Pastor 
Jeff for more information or if you would like to  
register for this opportunity to nourish your marriage. 

Garage Sale Organizer Needed: We need a chairperson for 
the Luther Heights garage sale this spring. A tentative date of 
May 5, 2007, has been set. If you feel a calling for this task, 
please contact the office at 522-9301 (e-mail: office@ 
firstlc.com) or Tom Rahl at 523-0944 (e-mail: 
trahl@pokytrails.com). 

� � � 
A letter from Bob Sawyers, Council President, addressing 
the Sunnyside sound wall was delivered to the Idaho Falls 
Planning Department on November 28. The major points 
of the letter were: 
  
• The Congregation vote on the wall was  
overwhelmingly in favor of not building the wall; 
• Based on discussions with the City, the Church will 
not be required to repay the money received for the  
temporary easement agreement; and 
The Church understands that some access may be  
required on to Church property during the construction of 
Sunnyside Road and the adjacent bike path. 





Volume 106, No. 1 6 JANUARY 2007 

Sound System Upgrade for Church  
Sanctuary, Narthex and Fellowship Hall 

 
 A sound system upgrade design has been completed by Anderson Group  
International (AGI) for the sanctuary, narthex and fellowship hall to correct some of 
the long standing problems parishioners have experienced in hearing and  
understanding the spoken word. In the last few years, a number of companies 
have been contacted to address our sound system problems. AGI was selected to 

complete the design for our church because of their extensive 
experience in church acoustic systems and the positive 

input from other churches that have installed their  
systems. 
 The sound system upgrade design focuses on two 
areas: audio upgrades and acoustic upgrades. The  

audio upgrades will include new speakers, control 
consoles, microphones, channel processing  

equipment and equipment racks. In the 
sanctuary, the new main speaker arrays will 

be located high on the end wing walls on both 
sides of the altar. A cutout will be made in these wing walls and covered with cloth. 
The speakers will be mounted behind the cloth. Additional speakers will be 
mounted between the wing walls to give coverage to the sides of the sanctuary. 
Two new speakers will be mounted in the narthex on both sides of the glass wall 
and two new speakers will be mounted in the fellowship hall near the ceiling on the 
south end. The acoustic upgrades will include the installation of acoustic panels on 
the walls of the sanctuary and narthex. The panels in the sanctuary will diffuse 
sound so that the current “dead spots” (i.e., areas where people can’t hear or  
understand words) are eliminated. The panels in the narthex will be designed to 
absorb sound. There will not be any acoustic panels installed in the fellowship hall. 
 Installation of the AGI design will give our church a high quality acoustic system 
for many years to come. It will greatly improve the understanding of the spoken 
word, no matter where you are seated, and music will be even more enjoyable to 
hear. The proposed system is expensive. The cost estimate for the completely 
installed system is $150,000.  
 To make a well-informed decision on this acoustic system upgrade a number of 
information/question/answer opportunities are scheduled as shown below: 
 
System upgrade information mailed to members ----------- First week in Jan. 2007 
Presentation/ Question and Answer session ----------------- Jan. 28, 2007 
Follow-up Question and Answer session ---------------------- Feb. 11, 2007 
Vote on sound system upgrades --------------------------------- Feb. 25, 2007 
 
Please take every opportunity to study and ask questions on this system upgrade. 

Go on a Walk to  
Emmaus 

At First Evangelical Lutheran 
Church 

March 8-11 (Men’s Weekend) 
March 15-18 (Women’s 

Weekend) 
 

What is a Walk to Emmaus? 
A Walk to Emmaus is a short course in 

living Christianity within a community. It is a 
three-day experience where those  

attending join with others in growing and 
sharing in the Christian faith and life.  

The weekend experience begins Thursday 
evening and concludes Sunday evening. 

During the three days, a Christian  
community is developed that centers itself 

on the Grace of God. 
 

Who may participate? 
A Walk to Emmaus is open to all baptized 

adults. Persons of all denominations,  
married or single, may participate.  

Husbands attend their weekend prior to 
wives attending. Men’s Walks and 

Women’s Walks are usually one week 
apart. 

 
What will I receive from the Walk to  

Emmaus experience? 
Spiritual renewal through new  

understandings.  
A sharing within a small group made up of 

different expressions in a Christian  
community. 

An expansion of your inner spiritual life. 
A challenge to share God’s grace more fully 

with your local church and community. 
 

For more information, contact Pastor Jeff  
at 522-9301 

Or e-mail pastorjeff@firstlc.com. 

Stephen Ministry — Honoring those who have shared 
their gifts with First Evangelical Lutheran Church  

In January of 2004, FELC began the first class of Stephen Ministers to be commissioned.  
This first class of 20 had more than 50 hours of class training, sharing, caring and hearing 

how the Stephen Ministry program will be implemented at FELC. The many hours this 
dedicated class of Stephen Ministers has given are overwhelming!  

These Stephen Ministers have attended continuing education classes, twice a month small 
group supervision sessions and most importantly provided one-to-one Christian care to 

persons in need. They have upheld the promise of Christian care giving, being trustworthy, 
upholding confidentiality and continuing to grow in their own spiritual life.  

The Stephen Ministry promise also requested a two year commitment from those who have 
been commissioned. With their two year commitment fulfilled we say thank you and God 
Bless you. You have given your gifts, your time and most of all your selflessness to those 

you ministered to.  

Thank you: Jackie Beig, Linda Echo, Joy Hubble, 
Dianna Johnston and Linda Reuter 

Prayer Shawls 
 About 50 prayer shawls have been delivered 
since the beginning of this ministry in the fall of 
2004. 
 This ministry is possible because of the  
generous time and talents of the knitters. There 
is an ongoing need for shawls. Instructions if 
necessary and yarn can be found in the storage 
area at the south end of the Fellowship Room. 
 A great big thank you to the knitters! 

“If you knew we could not fail, what do you 
think God would have us to be doing  

together as a community of faith called 
First Evangelical Lutheran Church?” Call 
Pastor Larry and share with him what that 

would be — 522-9301. 
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A million thanks to all of the participants of this year’s  
Christmas Cantata “O Holy Child of Bethlehem.” It was  

absolutely beautiful! Also, a huge thank you  to everyone who 
attended and had such wonderful comments to make. The  

offering collected for the Idaho Falls Food Bank and the Idaho 
Falls Sandwich Kitchen is a real blessing to our community. 

In Christ, 
Penny 

Thank you, Penny! 
 
Penny you classy lady, thank you for all your hard work, 
your time putting together the notebooks, your prayers 
and for finding the best music for this year’s Cantata. It 
was spectacular. You have earned the right to be tired! 

Coming in January, your opportunity to get involved in our  
music ministry at FELC: 

(If you have any questions about these groups and want to find 
out more, please call Penny at 522-9301) 

� 
The adult mixed choir “The Grace Note Choir” will begin  

rehearsals at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday, January 7th 
� 

The adult bell choir “The Glory Ringers” will begin rehearsals 
on Tuesday, January 16th at 6 p.m. 

� 
The youth choir (for anyone interested in grades 7th – 12th ) 
will begin rehearsals on Tuesday, January 16th at 7:30 p.m. 

� 
The men’s choir “King’s Men” will begin on Friday, January 

19th at 11:30 a.m. 

REACHING OUT WITH OUR  
PRAYERS AND CONCERN FOR 

• Lt. Col. David Liddell serving in Afghanistan 
• Richard and Julieann Holman’s niece, Lisa Jean 

Banker  
• Bonnie Miller 
• George Wehmann 
• Norma Eames 
• Earl Meyer 
• Aaron Stockton 
• Diane Sheldon 
• Kami Shadley’s grandmother, Edith Fowler 
• Lenz family on the death of Delores 
• Cal MIller’s sister Louella Hessler 
• Joyce Childs 
• Joyce Stultz 

Pastoral Acts  
 
Transfer/Removal of Membership: 
Lisa Zajanc, removal of membership 

Thank you! 
Thank you Bruce Horton! The Property Team has had a request 

on their Wish List for quite awhile to install a shower in the 
Fellowship Hall restroom. Bruce took on the task  

single-handedly.  Take a look, its beautiful! Bruce’s effort has 
saved FELC about $3,000 on this project. Tell Bruce what you 

think of it when you see him. 

Dear First Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
 I am humbled and grateful to be writing to you in  
thanksgiving for your generosity to me. 
 Your most generous gift of $500 caught me by surprise! I 
promise you it will be used well toward my seminary studies. 
 I also give you thanks for the contribution you made toward 
the beautiful Martin guitar. It is a gift I will treasure always and 
will think of you when I play it. As many as you know, the  
guitar is simply part of my body — another appendage — when 
I am at camp. So to be granted such a beautiful instrument is 
truly an honor. 
 I have come to know many of you well over the years at  
Luther Heights. Your support of the ministry and me has  
sustained and encouraged the Gospel to come alive in so many.  
 I will miss you, but know that southeastern Idaho is in good 
hands — and alive and well with the Spirit! 

All God’s rich blessings to you, 
Laura Aase 

WANTED: old Christmas cards – just the fronts with  
pictures only- after you have enjoyed them.  This is for a school 
project and we need about 1,000 cards!  Look for the Christmas 

card box in the fellowship hall. 
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Dec. 31: 1 Sam 2:18-20; 26; Ps 148; Col 3:12-17; Matt 2:1-12 
Jan. 7: Isa 43:1-7; Ps 29; Acts 8:14-17; Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
Jan 14: Isa 62:1-5; Ps 36:5-10; 1 Cor 12:1-11; John 2:1-11 
Jan 21: Neh 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10; Ps 19; 1 Cor 12:12-31a; Luke 4:14-21 
Jan 28: Jer 1:4-10; Ps 72:1-6; 1 Cor 13:1-13, Luke 4:21-30 

 
SUNDAY 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS  

Address service requested 

                                         Monday-Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Pastors           The Reverends Larry Cudmore and Jeff Nate 
Pastor Emeritus        The Reverend Robert W. Larsen 
Visitation Pastors        The Reverends John Piirto and Alton Johnson 
Director of Music Ministries    Penny Dixon 
Director of Youth Ministries     Kay Sawyers           
Parish Assistant        Sarah Johnson 
Secretary          Kymm Swiston 
Custodian          Warren Hill 
Bookkeeper         Elaine Harris 
Financial Secretary       Suzy Hersh 
Christian Preschool Directors    Wendy Cudmore and Diane Yonk 
Crosswalk Editors       Tiffany Aldinger and Karen Guilford 
Put news items for the Crosswalk in the “Newsletter” box at the church office OR 
e-mail items to:  tiffanyaldinger@hotmail.com and knsg@dcdi.net 

January 


